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Blue Mountains 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Greetings Friends and Supporters! 

ABC Friends Blue Mountains will continue to do what 

we do best this year and that is meet regularly to discuss 

issues pertaining to the ABC. We have found in recent 

informal chats with people that there is a heightened 

awareness of threats to the existence of public 

broadcasters in other parts of the world, and by 

extrapolation to democracy, which we aim to build on. 

In this non-election year, the Blue Mountains Branch 

will revert to the bi-monthly pattern for meetings, 

beginning on 14 February. Our guest speaker at that 

meeting will be Dr Michael Ward, well-known to all 

ABC Friends as the Chair of the ABC Alumni. Our 

meeting dates for the rest of the year are: April 11, June 

13, August 8, October 10 and the AGM on November 

14.  

 

We meet at the Mid 

Mountains Community 

Centre, 9 New St. 

Lawson, 10.00 a.m. to 

12.00 noon.  

 

Between these meetings 

there will be three informal Coffee Morning gatherings 

at Springwood Sports Club. Please check our Facebook 

page for dates before, or text Carole on 0405381997. 

Our focus is very much on March 14 and the ABC 

Friends' State event at Penrith RSL. All welcome! 

This gathering is seeking to attract people in the 

western suburbs of Sydney (and lower Mountains) 

interested in defending the ABC. Penrith RSL is at 8 

Tindale St, Penrith and the event starts at 2.00 p.m. 

Once again we are very fortunate to have Dr Michael 

Ward speaking to us about why the ABC is needed now 

more than ever. It's always extremely interesting to 

benefit from the wisdom and experience of the ABC 

Alumni.  

There's plenty of parking onsite; the RSL is a 12 minute 

walk from Penrith Station and an afternoon tea will be 

served. If you wish to attend, providing your RSVP on 

the ABC Friends NSW & ACT website by 26/2/26 

would be appreciated - https://

www.abcfriends.net.au/nswact_events, or just text 

Carole 0405381997. 

Outreach at markets will continue this year with 

bookings at Clarendon (Richmond Lions, held every two 

months), Glenbrook, Lawson and the Winter Magic 

Festival. We always have amazing conversations with 

people concerned about the survival of our public 

broadcaster. Sometimes we even sell some merch! 

We love to love to attend the events of other branches  

and look forward to any future ABC studio open days.  

We always welcome new ideas and enthusiasm in 

volunteering to connect with a wide range of people 

so that we may effectively advocate for the national 

broadcaster. 

See you on February 14, an ideal day to express our 

appreciation for the ABC! 

Cheers! 

Carole Dent 

0405381997 

Branch president for 2026, CAROLE DENT (foreground), with 

Bob and Toni Thomas at The Springwood Festival, Sept 2025. 

https://www.abcfriends.net.au/nswact_events
https://www.abcfriends.net.au/nswact_events


 

 

Blue Mountains Branch Office Bearers and 

Committee Members 2026 

We extend our great appreciation to Sue Noske and 

Penny Tayler who have served our branch so diligently in 

their respective roles as President and Secretary for 

several years!  

The office bearers and committee members for 2026 

are: 

President:  Carole Dent 

Vice President: Sue Noske 

Treasurer: Toni Thomas 

Branch Secretary: Sue Bate 

Membership Secretary: Janelle Clark 

Webmaster/ Media Editor: Chris Meaney 

Facebook Editor: Carole Dent 

Newsletter Editor: Ian Bate 

Committee members: Bob Thomas, Susan Lamont. 

 

ABC FRIENDS DOCUMENTARY FILM: ‘A 

CONVERSATION WITH CORIN’ 

Our branch was delighted to welcome ABC Friends 

founding member Corin Bass to our screening of ‘A 

Conversation with Corin’ at our November meeting. 

Publicity for the 2025 premiere of the film at Roseville Cinema (courtesy 

of ABCF Nth Sydney) 

In the film, Corin recounts the events which led to a 

meeting in 1976 of her husband Walter Bass, indigenous 

rights Faith Bandler, Faith’s husband Hans Bandler and 

herself to discuss the Fraser LNP government’s 

budgetary attacks on the ABC. That meeting gave birth 

to today’s 70-thousand strong ABC Friends. 

Corin Bass in conversation in the film with ABCF NSW/ACT president 

Dr Tess Howes, recalling the formation of ABC Friends. 

Corin generously shared her insights and recollections 

in response to our questions.  She particularly enjoyed 

hearing Barry Redshaw’s memories of such classic 

radio classics as ‘The Argonauts’ and emphasized the 

ABC’s long and proud history of providing high 

quality and stimulating programming for Australians 

of all ages. 

Christian Bass, Corin and Walter’s son, also joined us 

for the screening. Christian works as a video editor at 

the ABC. He and our branch member Mike Honey, 

who himself forged a long career as an ABC video 

editor, enjoyed discussing and comparing their 

experiences. 

L-R: Christian Bass, Mike Honey, Corin Bass 

Sue Noske received this note of appreciation from Corin 
a few days after the event:  

Dear Sue 

A quick note to tell you how much Christian and I 
enjoyed being with you all last Saturday.  It was a 
very happy meeting with a lot of 
very committed, interesting people and we felt very 

honoured to have been invited. It certainly made 
his trip up here very special… 

I hope we can meet again in the not too 
distant future. Many thanks again to you all. 

Corin 



are excited to announce an event in Penrith where one of the 

hottest issues of the time will be discussed. 

Hear Dr Michael Ward, Chairman of the ABC Alumni, share his wisdom and 

experience on  

 “Why we need the ABC now more than ever”  

and how this esteemed and essential institution can survive and flourish in the 

current political and economic climate. 

When: Saturday 14 March, 2026, 2.00 p.m. 

Where: Penrith RSL 8 Tindale Street, Penrith. Be there! 

RSVP  and any enquiries : Carole Dent     carolead@gmail.com  by 26/2/26. 

WE NEED THE ABC NOW MORE THAN EVER. 

mailto:carolead@gmail.com


ABC Alumni regularly publish articles on their website. 

These are freely available to the general public and are 

highly recommended for the issues they explore and the 

insights they provide. 

Some recent titles: 

• ‘2026 pre-budget submission’ (to Federal Treasury, arguing 

for improved funding) 

• “'Deception' in the eye of the Beholder” (on Trump’s legal 

threats regarding the Panorama’ program and how Newscorp 

has made hay with this with the ABC) 

• ‘Great to have Aussie drama on Netflix and Stan, but what 

about free-to-air?’ 

• ‘National response to Islamaphobia’ (summary and 

comments by Michael Ward) 

• ‘ABC and Social media’ (Michael Ward provides insights into 

the ABC’s social media presence and the increasing 

significance of social media for news media.) 

• Go to: https://www.abcalumni.au/articles 

Western Suburbs of Sydney event 

We are looking forward to our special event at Penrith 

RSL on Saturday, March 14, at which ABC Alumni 

Chairperson Dr Michael Ward will give an address on 

‘Why We Need the ABC More Than Ever’. As Carole 

stated in her President’s Report on page 1 we hope this 

event will attract and mobilise Western Sydney 

supporters of the national broadcaster. 

Here is Michael’s impressive CV (as found on the ABC 

Alumni website) and why his opinion matters! 

Dr. Michael Ward is an experienced media 

analyst. He was awarded a PhD at the University of 
Sydney for his thesis about the ABC, national 
identity and women’s sports media. He has also 

researched public service media, innovation and 
nation-building, as well as media ownership 
concentration in Australia.   

He  teaches digital media trends and policy in the 

Media and Communications and Digital Cultures 
programs at the University of Sydney, as well as 

teaching media as part of Boston University’s 
Global Program.  

Prior to his academic career, he was a senior 
executive at the ABC, including as ABC 
Television’s Head of Policy. He  held senior 
positions with the Australian Film Commission and 
the Australian Film Finance Corporation, working on 
the analysis and development of Australian media 
and screen cultural policy.  

In addition to making numerous submissions to 

screen cultural, media and broadcasting policy 

reviews, he has contributed to research reports and 

publications, including Who Needs the 

ABC? (Ricketson & Mullins, 2022) and a 

2022 report into Australian media ownership,  

Who Controls Our Media? His latest book, co-

authored with Professor Graeme Murdock and Asso-

ciate Professor Benedetta Brevini, is News Corp: Em-

pire of Influence (2024, Routledge). 

Please support this event! Refreshments provided! 

(And a well-done to Sue Noske, Carole Dent, Bev and 

Barry Redshaw, Sue Bate and ABCF NSW/ACT for the 

organization and support thus far!) 

Who’s who in the anti-ABC zoo 

ABC Friends Victoria has produced a series of excellent 

online articles which analyses the identities, motives and 

strategies of the (not-unconnected) entities that seek to 

undermine or indeed obliterate the ABC and publicly-

funded broadcasting world wide.  The series’ most recent 

instalment examines The Atlas Network, the pan-

national network of right-wing think tanks (of which 

Australia’s very own Institute of Public Affairs is a big fish 

in a little pond). 

https://www.abcfriendsvic.org.au/

who_s_who_in_the_anti_abc_zoo_the_atlas_network 

Other articles focus on Advance,  The IPA, and The 

Menzies Centre.  (Continued next page). 

https://www.abcalumni.au/articles
https://scribepublications.com.au/books-authors/books/who-needs-the-abc-9781922310927
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Our next branch meeting: 10 a.m., Saturday 14th February at the Mid-Mountains Neighbourhood 
Centre, 9 New Street, Lawson. 

(From previous page)  

There’s also a plenitude of articles that critique 

Newscorp’s relentless, commercial and ideological 

opposition to the public broadcaster. Good stuff! 

Sign (and share) the latest petition! 

https://www.abcfriends.net.au/democracy 

The federal government's hate crime legislation has 

raised serious questions for the media and the ABC. 

The Act's definition of a hate crime is vague. It may, 

or may not, include criticism of a country’s actions. 

If criticism – or even reporting – a government's ac-

tions can be interpreted as a hate crime, the law 

could have a chilling effect on the media. 

Any stifling of the ABC's capacity to report the news 

would quickly undermine the trust of the Australian 

people. 

Trust is a fragile thing. Once gone it is hard to restore. 

At a time of extraordinary international turmoil, grow-

ing authoritarianism, and unprecedented pressures on 

the media, we need a fearless independent ABC more 

than ever. 

Support our call for stronger safeguards to protect 

the ABC against political interference and guarantee 

that it won't be punished for reporting the truth. 

THE FLAMING EYE OF MURDOR 

NEVER SLEEPS 

Since the Hamas incursion of October 2023, Newscorp opinion-

pushers have run a consistent narrative that its own organs in 

The US, UK and Australia are the only ones that report on Israel

-Palestine events with any objectivity or commitment to truth. 

The line is that most western journalists (not employed by the 

Murdochs) are ideological blinkered and useful idiots of Hamas. 

Chris Mitchell in the Weekend Australian is particularly 

energized in this regard, closely followed by Chris Kenny. 

In Australia, since the Bondi tragedy of December last year, The 

Australian has dedicated extraordinary resources—numerous 

front pages, column space, selective reporting, multiple op-eds, 

editorials, cartoons, letters—to drive the associated narrative 

that Newscorp’s commercial rivals (such as the Nine 

newspapers) but particularly the ABC (which it always presents 

as an ideological adversary) are willfully contributing to the 

rising tide of antisemitism. Laura Tingle has been singled out 

for particular attention because she attempted within 24 hours 

of the attack to provide a sober analysis that ran counter to the 

Newscorp line. Newscorp has energetically pushed the line that 

journalists critical of the current Israeli government must be 

considered as hostile to Jewish people in Australia. Space here is 

limited but specific references can be readily provided if 

requested.  

Meanwhile, Trump has financially eviscerated PBS in the USA, a 

Trump ally has expanded his media and social media holdings, 

with observers noting immediate changes to newsroom 

editorial practices and TikTok algorithms. Trump is 

increasingly hostile to reporters and indeed looks to be having 

arrested those who displease him. His legal threats against the 

BBC are bolstered by the Tories, Reform (and Newscorp). In 

this Wide Brown Land the (Liberal blue-blood) Laundy family 

has recently purchased Nine’s radio holdings including 2GB, 

promising that there will be no editorial policy change at the 

conservative shock-jock station (why would there be? I once 

heard Ray Hadley inadvertently refer to Murdoch apparatchiks 

at Sky—ie, employees at a rival media company—as 

“colleagues”!). 

This year looks like it will bring increasing challenges to 

publicly-funded public interest broadcasting—at a time that 

it has never been more essential to healthy democracy. 

https://www.abcfriends.net.au/democracy

