
SATURDAY 28 MARCH
10 am - 1 pm

Penrith City Council Library Theatrette
(Adjacent to The Joan Theatre and Westfield Plaza Shopping Centre)

Penrith City Council Civic Centre, 601 High Street, Penrith (Free parking at railway station or bus terminal near by)

Why it’s more important than ever for 

Western Suburbs of Sydney

to Defend Our ABC 

 Western Suburbs of Sydney Inaugural Meeting

John Cleary
Highly respected ABC broadcaster and commentator on 
religion and ethics, John has worked in ABC radio and 
television. He is best known for the very popular Sunday 
Nights (ABC Local Radio) and The Religion & Ethics 
Report (Radio National).  John was also a staff elected 
member of the ABC Board. 

Emeritus Professor Ed Davis 
NSW President & National Vice President, ABC Friends, 
will explore why we need to defend & maintain strong, 
independent public broadcasting.



Over the last three months the ABC has been 
a lifeline for communities across the country 
dealing with catastrophic bushfire and 
drought emergencies.   Many lives have been 
saved by the warnings and advice given by 
the ABC. 
The ABC’s role is essential in the search to 
understand and address the existential 
threats facing Australia and to hold power to 
account. Our public broadcaster has never 
been more important.
Yet, since 2014 the federal government has slashed 
more than $500m from the ABC.  

• New Australian drama and new Australian
documentary drastically REDUCED

• New Australian comedy DOWN by nearly 20%
• ABC Television production CLOSED in Brisbane,

Hobart, Adelaide and Perth and the Documentary Unit
CLOSED

• Music programming on Radio National CUT and
REDUCED on ABC Classic

• Many programs, and more than 1,000 full-time jobs,
LOST, with more job losses foreshadowed for 2020.

The ABC has also been relentlessly attacked by 
politicians and its independence has been undermined.  
Last year ABC offices were raided by the Australian 
Federal Police. 

IMAGINE no ABC Local in regional Australia. IMAGINE an 

ABC without Four Corners,  Playschool, Triple J, ABC 

drama, Radio National, ABC Classic or Media Watch. 

IMAGINE LIFE  WITHOUT THE ABC

OUR ABC IS UNDER 

ATTACK

nsw@abcfriends.org.au 

02 9990 0600   www.abcfriends.org.au/nsw_act 

The Western Suburbs of Sydney (WSoS) 
are identified as a major population 
growth area of the Greater Sydney 
Region.  The ABC plays an important role 
in our community.  The importance of 
this role was dramatically emphasised 
during the ongoing bushfire disasters.  
Many WSoS residents rely heavily on the 
ABC for warnings, news and feedback.

Past and ongoing funding cuts have 
already affected ABC services, and will 
continue to downsize and threaten the 
very existence of the ABC.   

There is strong support for Our ABC 
in this community, and for the 
establishment of an ABC Friends 
NSW&ACT branch in Western Sydney to 
cover the suburbs of Penrith, 
Hawkesbury, Blacktown, Parramatta, 
Liverpool, Fairfield and surrounds. 

The adjoining ABC Friends Blue 
Mountains branch already provides 
invaluable support to their community – 
we want to join them in the fight to save 
our ABC.

So please come and support the 
inaugural Western Suburbs of Sydney 
ABC Friends meeting!
Bring your family, neighbours and 
friends: Saturday 28 March, 10am – 1pm.  
Light lunch included.

We look forward to seeing you at the 
Penrith Civic Centre Library Theatrette, 
109 High Street, Penrith




